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THE WASHINGTON CITY FREE LIBRARY. 

By WILLIAM A. De CAINDRY. 
(Read before the Society, March 19, 1912.) 

Interesting accounts of early library enterprises in 
the District of Columbia are given by Mr. W. Dawson 
Johnston in his papers read before this Society and 
published in volumes 7 and 9 of the Records of the 
Society. His paper of January 12, 1903, gives a full 
account of the Washington Library Company, which 
was chartered by act of Congress of April 13, 1814. 
The books of this library in 1868 were about 6,000 in 
number, and are said to have been removed, in 1869, 
from the old Union Lodge Building on 11th street, 
between C and D streets, to Lincoln Hall, corner of 9th 
and D streets, northwest, where they were used for a 
time by the Young Men's Christian Association, and 
afterwards given to the Washington Central High 
School. 

The following libraries, also chartered by Congress, 
should be mentioned : 

By act of January 31, 1804, the Columbian Library 
Company of Georgetown was chartered. Little is 
known at this day of its history.* 

By act of April 20, 1818, the Columbian Institution 
for the promotion of Arts and Sciences was chartered. 
This institution contemplated the erection of a library 

* It is referred to by Mr. Johnston in a footnote to his paper of 
January 12, 1903, and also by Mr. Allen B. Slawson, on page 104 of 
Vol. 9 of the Eecords of this Society, where a reference is also made to 
a branch circulating library established in Georgetown in 1792 by John 
Lockwood, a bookseller of Alexandria. 
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and museum building and the maintenance of a botan- 
ical garden, the President of the United States being 
authorized to grant to it the use of five acres of ground 
in the city of Washington for botanical purposes. By 
act of May 26, 1824, it was granted 

"the use and improvement of public ground in Washington 
city which is bounded on the east by the Botanical Garden 
in the occupancy of the said Columbian Institute; on the 
north by the Pennsylvania avenue ; on the west by the Tiber 
and Canal; and on the south by the Maryland avenue." 

I am not advised as to what the subsequent history of 
this learned institution was. 

By act of August 11, 1856, the Columbian Library of 
Capitol Hill, in the city of Washington, was chartered. 
A peculiarity of this organization was that no person 
was eligible as a director, or had a right to vote for a 
director, who was not a member of the Columbia Fire 
Company, of Washington, D. C. 

By act of the same date, August 11, 1856, the Colum- 
bian Library for Young Men was chartered. By this 
act, Judge James Dunlop, chief-justice of the Circuit 
Court of the District of Columbia, John T. Powers, 
mayor of Washington, Henry Addison, mayor of 
Georgetown, Joseph Henry, secretary of the Smith- 
sonian Institution, John S. Meehan, librarian of Con- 
gress, and their successors in their respective offices, 
with such persons as the mayors mentioned might 
designate, were made a body corporate under the name 
above given. Among the powers given it was one 
which authorized it to 

" limit the ages within which the young men of the District 
may be entitled to the benefit of the act ; to diffuse knowledge 
among them in such ways as shall be best calculated to instruct 
them, to elevate their morals, and fit them for usefulness. ' ' 

It was also authorized to 
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"receive assurances of permanent aid from the corporations 
of Washington and Georgetown, and either of them, to sustain 
said institution by annual or other aid." 

I do not know how far this institution fulfilled the 
object of its creation. The form of government of the 
District was changed in 1871, and the mayoralties of 
the two cities abolished. 

No one of these enterprises, with the possible excep- 
tion of the one last mentioned, was intended to be con- 
ducted at the public expense for the free circulation of 
books among the people. They partook of the old joint- 
stock or subscription plans. 

Suggestions for the establishment of a free public 
library did not originate until 1849, as shown by Mr. 
Johnston, nor did any movement in this direction meet 
with realization and success until the year 1895. 

It is the object of this memoir to set forth the history 
of the Washington City Free Library, an institution 
which was organized and incorporated in Washington 
in 1895 for furnishing and which actually did furnish 
free library facilities for the people of the District of 
Columbia. The high character of its promoters, the 
liberality of its sustainers, the remarkable efficiency of 
its administration, and the aid which it rendered to the 
greater enterprise of founding the municipal tax- 
supported free public library of June 3, 1896 (which 
became the beneficiary of the Washington City Free 
Library upon the dissolution of the latter), are thought 
to merit the tribute of remembrance ; and the earliness 
of its work in supplying free library facilities to the 
residents of the District justly entitle it to the claimed 
distinction of being the first free public library that 
was ever put in actual operation and maintained in the 
District of Columbia. 

In October, 1894, Brigadier General A. W. Greely, 
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Chief Signal Officer of the Army, on duty in the War 
Department and in charge of the library of that De- 
partment, being influenced by the general desire exist- 
ing in the community at that time for the establishment 
of a free public library for the District of Columbia, 
conceived the notion that the best method of bringing 
about the result would be to follow the footsteps of the 
older successful places and begin by "starting a free 
library, ' ' leaving its future extension and development 
to be guided by the ascertained demands of the com- 
munity for such facilities and the liberality of those 
who would be willing to assist in financing the under- 
taking. 

Accordingly, on the 30th day of that month he cir- 
culated among persons known to be friendly to this 
method of bringing a free library into existence a sub- 
scription paper, a copy of which, with the names of the 
original subscribers, is here inserted : 

"Washington, D. C, October 30, 1894. 

"There being no free public library in the city of Wash- 
ington, the undersigned hereby promise and agree to pay 
annually, from 1895 for five years, the sums set opposite our 
respective names for the purpose of establishing and main- 
taining a Free Public Library. 

"The first instalment of said sums shall be payable when- 
ever an annual income of $1,000 shall have been subscribed 
and a Treasurer shall have been elected by a responsible com- 
mittee composed of citizens of Washington. 

"John Joy Edson $25 J. W. Thompson $50 

Alexander Mackay- T. E. Roessle 10 

Smith 25 F. Lisner 50 

John J. Keane 20 W. W. Johnson, M.D. 20 

Caroline Bonaparte . . 25 Mr. and Mrs. W. C. 

Andrew Wylie 25 Whittemore 25 

Alex. B. Hagner 25 B. H. Warner 25 

Charles M. Foulke ... 25 C. Heurich 100 
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"Woodward & Lothrop 100 John R. McLean 100 

Crosby S. Noyes 100 Henry B. Brown 10 

Mrs. Benj. H. Warder 100 David J. Brewer 10 

Gardiner G. Hubbard 100 Mrs. George N. Beale 10 

F. M. Colton 20 Jos. K. McCammon . . 10 

John W. Foster 25 J. B. Wimer 10 

E. Francis Riggs 100 Thomas M. Chatard . . 10 

W. T. Harris 10 Mrs. Phebe A. Hearst 600' ' 

Melville W. Fuller . . 25 

There had been introduced in the House and Senate 
previous to this time, at the instance of the Washington 
Board of Trade, various measures having for their 
object the establishment and maintenance of a free 
public library in the District of Columbia, and a favor- 
able report had been made in the House in July, 1894, 
on one of them. The report had been debated in that 
body in August and December of that year; but the 
efforts of those who were pressing the matter resulted 
unsuccessfully, and the session ended without definite 
action. 

With the success achieved with the subscription list 
of October 30, 1894, General Greely redoubled his 
efforts after the adjournment of Congress, and on 
April 23, 1895, issued the following circular to persons 
interested in the subject: 

" Washington is one of the few great cities of America that 
has no library free to the public; indeed, there is no place 
where a book can even be consulted after four in the afternoon. 

1 ' Congress having failed to provide for the public needs in 
this direction, a free circulating library and reading-room is 
to be opened in Washington at such time and place as the 
subscribers for its maintenance may hereafter decide. The 
plan to be followed is the same as that of the Free Circulating 
Library of New York, which started in 1880 in two rented 
rooms, has now six branches, and circulated last year 636,000 
volumes, and accommodated 180,000 visitors in its reading- 
rooms. 
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"Through the generosity of a few women and men of 
Washington, the sum of $1,800 annually has been pledged for 
five years, commencing with 1895, thus insuring the estab- 
lishment of a small library and its operation for five years. 

' ' Subscriptions for an additional amount of $2,200 annually 
are very much desired, and it is hoped that all persons inter- 
ested will pledge an annual subscription, however small, for 
five years. 

"Subscribers, and those willing to subscribe for this project, 
are asked to meet at 1914 G street northwest, Friday, April 
26th, at 8 p. m. Persons who cannot be present are invited 
to send their subscriptions to 

A. W. Greely, 

23d April, 1895. 1914 G street, n. w." 

Commenting upon this circular of April 23, 1895, 
the Washington Post said : 

' ' It seems to us that a scheme of such proportions should be 
easily carried into practical effect. Surely there must be 
public-spirited people here who are willing to contribute this 
comparatively insignificant sum for the benefit of their fellow 
creatures. We shall not waste time and space in setting forth 
the advantages of a library open at all hours to persons ambi- 
tious of educational advancement but unable to obtain the,«e 
advantages for themselves. Arguments on that line are 
unnecessary. Enough to say that General Greely 's suggestion 
is as intelligent as it is timely. The plan he proposes is per- 
fectly feasible, and should commend itself to all." 

The same paper published the following remarks on 
the meeting which took place on April 26, 1895 : 

"The most practical movement that has yet been made 
looking to the establishment of a free public library in Wash- 
ington was made last night by a meeting of representatives 
of the various library interests of the city at the home of 
General A. W. Greely, the supervising librarian of the War 
Department. The Washington Librarians ' Association was 
largely responsible for the meeting, as was also the private 
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enterprise of General Greely, who for five years past has been 
steadily but quietly working to bring about the end which 
now appears in sight. 

' ' Some time ago a committee, consisting of Hon. A. R. 
Spofford, General Greely and Mr. W. H. Allen, was appointed 
by the Librarians' Association, with directions to determine 
on the most practicable way of securing a free public library 
for the city, and these gentlemen after consulting together 
decided that the best and surest way was to gather the nu- 
cleus of a library by private enterprise, and with this in hand 
to show the good faith of the city to go to Congress for addi- 
tional support. 

" Pursuant to this plan notice was sent out several days 
ago for the meeting last night. To this meeting were invited 
all persons having a direct interest in any plan for securing 
a free city library, as the object was to harmonize all interests 
and get united action when once a plan was agreed upon. 
Fourteen or fifteen gentlemen last night responded to the call. 
Among them were Judge Hagner, Dr. Hart Merriam, Dr. 
Eobert Reyburn, Mr. F. H. Newell, Dr. Chatard, Mr. Fassig, 
Prof. Cyrus Adler and General Greely. 

"In opening the meeting General Greely made the very 
comfortable announcement that whatever might be the final 
fate of the project, they started with $10,000 pledged, that 
was as good as though it was in hand. Some of it, in fact, 
was in hand already, although General Greely, through whose 
efforts the subscriptions had been made, had requested pledges 
in preference to cash. To relieve him of the responsibility 
of this fund, it was turned over to Mr. Wm. A. DeCaindry, 
the treasurer of the Cosmos Club, who was appointed trustee 
of the fund. The $10,000 had been pledged by sixty sub- 
scribers, conditionally, to be paid in five annual instalments 
of $2,000 each. General Greely said that if a single indi- 
vidual could do this much in the way of collecting, he thought 
it would be a small matter with a systematic canvass to secure 
as much more, if necessary, each succeeding year. He had 
been credibly informed, he said, that fully half of the 20,000 
persons in government employ in the city would, if properly 
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approached, give a dollar a year to such a cause, and he was 
of the opinion that a widely spread subscription of this sort 
made in small individual amounts was better for the library 
than a single lump from some multimillionaire, though the 
latter was not to be despised should it come along. 

" After a brief discussion of the subject a committee of five, 
of which General Greely was the chairman, was appointed to 
draw up legal plans for the incorporation and government of 
the library, and to harmonize, so far as possible, all the 
embryonic library interests of the city. This committee, the 
four other members of which are yet to be appointed by the 
chairman, will not do much active work before fall ; but then 
a house, or at least rooms, will be rented and a model library 
started on a small scale, so that by the time Congress assembles 
and gets to a point where it can lend an ear to District 
demands, there will be a real live library before it to make a 
practical appeal for further aid in behalf of the city. ' ' 

The following circular was issued to subscribers on 
April 30, 1895: 

"At a preliminary meeting of the subscribers for the Free 
Library, Friday, April 26th, it was unanimously decided that 
steps should be taken to effect a legal organization, and that 
every effort consistent with the speedy opening of the Library 
should be made to harmonize all interests looking to the found- 
ing of a library in Washington, and to utilize such other 
literary collections as may subserve this interest. For these 
purposes a committee was appointed, to consist of General 
Greely, Judge Hagner, Mr. Pellew, Dr. Reyburn, and Col. 
Colton, who are to report at a subsequent meeting, which all 
subscribers will be urged to attend, in order to act on the 
report. 

"Mr. Wm. A. DeCaindry was designated as temporary 
trustee to take charge of all cash subscriptions. The total 
amount now subscribed slightly exceeds $10,000, or $2,000 
annually. ' ' 

In pursuance of the directions of the above meet- 
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ing, articles of incorporation, in the name of the 
Washington City Free Library, were duly executed 
July 1, 1895, and attested and filed in the office of the 
Eecorder of Deeds of the District of Columbia July 5, 
1895. The incorporators were : General A. W. Greely, 
Judge Alexander B. Hagner, Gardiner G. Hubbard, 
Jos. K. McCammon, Francis Colton, Robert Craig, 
Wm. A. DeCaindry, Helen L. McL. Kimball, S. W. 
Woodward, A. M. Lothrop, Josephine A. Clark, Rufus 
H. Thayer, Robert Reyburn, M.D., Oliver L. Fassig, 
E. Francis Riggs, and C. Hart Merriam. At a meet- 
ing of the incorporators held shortly after the filing of 
the articles of incorporation, the following were 
elected trustees of the library: General A. W. Greely, 
Alexander B. Hagner, Gardiner G. Hubbard, Wm. A. 
DeCaindry, S. W. Woodward, Josephine A. Clark, 
Joseph K. McCammon, C. Hart Merriam and Dr. 
Robert Reyburn. The following temporary officers 
were also elected: President, General A. W. Greely; 
1st Vice-president, Alexander B. Hagner; 2d Vice- 
president, S. W. Woodward ; Secretary, Oliver L. Fas- 
sig; Treasurer, Wm. A. DeCaindry. 

A code of by-laws, and regulations for the manage- 
ment of the Library, were adopted by the Board of 
Trustees in July, 1895. 

The preliminary work of organizing the library b3- 
gan in August, 1895. In October following, rooms 
were rented in the McLean Building, next door to the 
corner of H street and Vermont avenue, northwest, 
and the labor of accessioning, classifying, catalog- 
ing and arranging the books was begun under the di- 
rection of the Library Committee, consisting of Jos. 
K. McCammon, E. Francis Riggs, Rufus H. Thayer, 
Francis R. Lane, J. H. Brickenstein, Oliver L. Fassig, 
W. P. Cutter and W. H. Lowdermilk. In the same 
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month the following appeal for contributions of books 
was issued to the citizens of the District of Columbia : 

"Washington, D. C, October 15, 1895. 

"After the refusal of the last Congress to provide a free 
public library and reading-room for the District of Columbia, 
about sixty individuals pledged an aggregate of $10,000, pay- 
able in five annual instalments, to open such an institution. 
A legal organization was effected in July, 1895, by sixteen 
selected subscribers; nine Trustees were elected for the first 
year ; by-laws adopted ; officers chosen ; and appropriate com- 
mittees appointed. 

"Rooms have been rented at [next to] the northeast corner 
of Vermont avenue and H street ; furnishings are in progress ; 
an experienced librarian will soon be had ; and it is expected 
that the Washington City Free Library will be opened in 
November. 

"Before making a public appeal for funds and support, it 
is desired to accumulate and catalogue such books as can be 
obtained through private donations by public-spirited indi- 
viduals of standing and influence. It is hoped that you are 
interested in this movement for the public good, and that you 
will so indicate on the inclosed postal card. 

"Books of any class will be welcomed, but experience in 
libraries of this kind has shown that sound fiction, history, 
and children's books are most in demand. Books will be 
received at the Library, [next door to the] corner of Vermont 
avenue and H street, 2d floor, between 2 and 6 p. m., or will 
be sent for as may be indicated.' ' 

The generosity of the citizens who had thus far re- 
sponded to the appeals of the new Library, and the 
scope and standing of the enterprise, as a whole, are 
indicated by the following extract from an article 
which appeared in the Washington Post on December 
8, 1895: 

"The Washington City Free Library is about to be opened 
to the public in a most desirable locality, and with the sub- 
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stantial foundation of 3,000 volumes of wholesome reading 
matter. It is located in two large front rooms on the 2d floor 
of the McLean Building, Vermont avenue and H street, north- 
west. The rooms are large and well lighted. They overlook 
the Arlington Hotel, Cosmos Club, and Lafayette Square. 
They have been rented since October; the shelves, tables, 
chairs and all necessary furniture are in place; the new 
librarian has entered upon her duties and is busy every day 
cataloguing the books. 

"The rooms could be opened to the public this month, but 
the Association has decided to wait until after the holidays are 
over, and the opening day has been fixed as the first Monday 
in January. Another reason for the delay is the fact that 
Mr. John R. McLean is still remodeling the building, and by 
the time the doors are thrown open to the public the Associa- 
tion will have excellent quarters. About 2,000 volumes, most 
of which have been contributed, are now on the shelves, and 
the committee appointed to purchase books-not-contributed 
have about $800 to spend for the latest publications before 
the opening day. They will wait as long as possible before 
buying, in order to be able to select the books-not-contributed 
by that time. 

"It will be a modern free library in every sense, governed 
after the successful free libraries of other cities. The Amer- 
ican card system of indexing has been used. There is nothing 
of amateur order about its establishment which will have to 
be done over again when the institution assumes large pro- 
portions. In this work the Trustees have been very materially 
aided by volunteers from the experienced librarians of the 
city, as well as by several ladies who have generously given 
their time for the public good. 

"The rooms will be open from 8 o'clock in the morning 
until 9 o'clock in the evening, and any person over fourteen 
years of age living in the District will have free access to all 
the books. Children under fourteen will have to present a 
permit from their parents to draw books, and then the parents 
will be held responsible for their return. The first time a 
person obtains a book, he will be given a card which will 
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entitle him to obtain a book at any future time without being 
entered on the record. All books taken away must be 
returned within two weeks, and some of them within seven 
days. 

"The reference portion of the Library promises to be very 
large, and will be thrown open to anyone desiring to use the 
reading-rooms which will be provided. Persons wanting to 
read in the rooms will be permitted to help themselves from 
the shelves, which have a capacity for holding 5,000 volumes. 

"The books donated to the Library are in many cases 
valuable and appropriate, covering special sciences, fiction, 
history, travels and children's literature. The volumes pur- 
chased cover recent popular publications, especially those of 
fiction, and were so selected as to supplement the volumes 
obtained by donation. 

"The Board of Trustees, while welcoming any subscription 
in money or donation of publications, has decided that it 
would be wiser to defer a general appeal to the public for 
funds and support until after the Library has been organized 
and thrown open to the public in a satisfactory working con- 
dition. The present collection is due to the efforts and lib- 
erality of less than 150 persons. 

' ' The list of subscribers shows how general are the sources 
from which this Library has been organized. It includes the 
Justices of the Supreme Court and other high tribunals, the 
clergy without regard to sect, the legal profession, executive 
officers of the government, business men, and the old residents 
of Washington, as well as persons who have only a temporary 
residence. 

"The subscribers, with one or two exceptions, have pledged 
themselves for a period of five years, thus giving Washington 
an opportunity to say whether the Library shall live or die, 
and the District authorities now have a practical argument 
on which to base their claim on Congress for the support of a 
free public library from District funds. 

"Efforts to obtain books through contributions were con- 
fined to private requests, and have been unusually successful. 
No less than 1,749 volumes have been contributed, and more 
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than 300 additional have been purchased. There is no reason 
to doubt that, when the Library opens, its shelves will be 
covered with at least 3,000 volumes. 

"In addition to the 2,100 volumes already on the shelves, 
the National Geographic Society and the Biological Society 
of Washington have deposited their valuable collections of 
books and pamphlets as reference libraries for general use 
within the building. As these Societies receive by exchange 
the latest journals and magazines relating to geography and 
biology, the importance of these accessions is easily seen. . . . 

"The Library will probably soon be before the public 
through its Committee on Ways and Means, and an oppor- 
tunity will be offered to subscribe such as is seldom neglected 
by the philanthropic citizens of the District. 

"It has been in the minds of its founders from the first 
that the Library, although supported by subscription, shall 
be open to every one, and that the only rule in the issue of 
books shall be 'first come, first served.' Every restriction will 
be removed that is not absolutely necessary to protect the 
property of the Library and the rights of every user. Espe- 
cial attention will be paid to the educational side of the 
Library, and an attempt will be made to supplement the work 
of the school in every possible way. Every precaution to keep 
sensational literature off the shelves will be taken, and no 
attempt will be made to cater to depraved tastes. 

"Those interested in this movement recognize the fact that 
the library supported by subscription has, at the best, but a 
limited field, but the public library supported by subscription 
is considered as doing more good than no library. The project 
of the Board of Trade in asking of Congress the support of a 
public library by appropriation and other gifts meets with 
the support of those interested in the Washington Free 
Library insofar as it contemplates the establishment of a free 
library, and such legislation as is asked for from Congress, 
when made, will result in co-operation from the Library now 
existing. 

"The establishment of the Library grew out of the failure 
of the three bills introduced for a kindred purpose in the 



De Caindry: The Washington City Free Library. 77 

53d Congress. One of these bills was discussed practically 
for two days, and in the debate of December 10, 1894, it 
developed that access to the Library of Congress was very 
limited, and that the Librarian had been instructed by the 
Joint Library Committee to enforce strictly the law forbid- 
ding the issue of books, even on the orders of members, to 
those who were not members of Congress. Opposition devel- 
oped to the establishment of a free circulating library in the 
Congressional Library, and the opinion was advanced that 
liberal-minded citizens of Washington should establish a 
Library by the contribution of books and money in accord- 
ance with assurances already made to the District Committee 
by citizens of Washington. ' ' . . . 

All being in readiness for the opening of the doors 
of the Washington City Free Library, the President 
and Board of Trustees sent out invitations to repre- 
sentative citizens asking their presence on Saturday 
afternoon, January 4, 1896, from 3 to 9 o'clock, at the 
rooms of the Library, 1515 H street, to inspect the 
Library previous to its opening to the public on Mon- 
day, January 6th. 

The Washington Post, in its issue of January 5, 
1896, said: 

"The Washington City Free Library will be open to the 
use of the public in the McLean Building, [next door, to the] 
corner of Vermont avenue and H street, northwest, to-morrow. 
This Library grew out of the failure to obtain legislation in 
the 53d Congress for the establishment of a free library, and 
was undertaken by public-spirited citizens who acted upon 
suggestions thrown out in debate in the House of Representa- 
tives to the effect that the citizens of Washington should first 
show their interest in the subject by starting a library by the 
contribution of money and books before appealing to Congress 
for aid. 

"S. W. Woodward, the present President of the Board of 
Trade, has been an enthusiastic worker in the organization of 
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the Washington City Free Library, and several other mem- 
bers of that Board are among the subscribers and contributors 
to the undertaking. The Board of Trustees have pledges of 
undoubted reliability for the raising of an annual fund of 
$2,000 for the next five years for the support of the enterprise, 
whatever may be the fate of the proposed legislation relating 
to the establishment of a library supported at municipal 
expense. There is no subscription conditioned to become 
null and void in case the 54th Congress does or does not 
establish a library to be run at public expense, but $1,925 of 
the first year's subscription have already been paid in, and 
3,050 books have been contributed and are on the shelves. 
The Washington City Free Library enterprise will, therefore, 
go on whether the Library Committee of the Board of Trade 
is successful in securing legislation in the 54th Congress or not. 

"The Library was inspected Saturday afternoon by many 
who have contributed either by subscription or donation. The 
books received have been classified, catalogued and arranged 
for issue by librarian experts, thus rendering the administra- 
tion of the Library, after it is opened Monday, possible, with 
the minimum amount of trouble and with the maximum degree 
of rapidity and efficiency. A large amount of the work has 
been done by ladies interested in the establishment of the 
Library for the benefit of the District, who have contributed 
their time and abilities, while an experience of nine years 
renders the librarian, Miss Gilkey, especially competent for 
the important duties that devolve upon her. 

' * The fine beginning of the Washington City Free Library, 
which contemplates branches in various portions of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, as demands and means shall require and 
permit, is well worthy of an inspection and consideration by 
the House and Senate Committee^ which have the subject of 
a free library under consideration, as well as by members of 
the Board of Trade and the Library Committee of that body. 
. . . Those who have organized the new public Library believe 
that it will be largely patronized, and that many booklovers 
will visit its rooms to-morrow, the opening day, and that all 
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will be pleased with the splendid arrangements which have 
been made." 

The Washington Post, on January 7, 1896, the morn- 
ing after the opening, describing the rooms and the 
installation, said: 

"There are now in the alcoves about 3,100 books, most of 
them contributed by friends of the proposition, though 700 of 
that number have been purchased by the Association. In the 
larger of the two rooms given up to the Library, the regis- 
tration desk, a reading table, and several alcoves (in which the 
bound volumes of the magazines, of which the Association has 
become the possessor, the encyclopaedias and the dictionaries 
are placed) take up the most space ; but there is room enough 
for several comfortable reading chairs and a large cheerful 
fireplace, on the mantel over which is a bust of Emerson. 

"In the rear of the desk is the room containing the larger 
number of shelves, in which the fiction and many of the refer- 
ence books are placed. As might be expected, most of these 
are slightly worn, but all of them are still strong, well bound, 
and capable of hard service. Paper-bound books have been 
changed into desirable cloth-bound volumes by the expenditure 
of 18 cents each, for which sum a local bindery has undertaken 
the task of furnishing a neat burned-duck binding. 

"In the five weeks given to the librarian for preparation, 
not only have the books of the Association for the shelves been 
prepared, but the catalogue of all the volumes, arranged for 
consultation as to authors, subjects, or titles, has been com- 
pleted. As is the case in the Boston Public Library, the cata- 
logue is made up of cards fitted in a series of drawers. ' ' 

Bills had been introduced in the Senate and in the 
House of Eepresentatives on December 30 and 31, 
1895, to 

"establish and provide for the maintenance of a free public 
library and reading-room in the District of Columbia." 

Bills of the same character had been pressed on the 
attention of Congress by the Washington Board of 
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Trade at the preceding session, the distinctive feature 
of which being that they contemplated the establish- 
ment and maintenance of the proposed library at the 
joint expense of the District of Columbia and the 
United States — in other words, it was to be a library 
supported by taxation. 

While the Senate bill was under consideration by 
the Committee on the District of Columbia of that 
body in January, 1896, the Board of Trustees of the 
Washington City Free Library authorized the Presi- 
dent, General Greely, to present their views on the bill 
to the Committee, which he did in writing under date of 
January 27, 1896. 

The first amendment proposed by General Greely 
was accepted by the Committee, but the second one 
was not. In reporting the bill favorably to the Senate 
on February 4, 1896, the existence of the Washington 
City Free Library was not touched upon, except that 
General Greely 's letter above mentioned was inserted 
in an appendix which accompanied the report. 

In the report made to the House on the same bill on 
March 5, 1896, the District Committee of that body 
said in part : 

' 'The city of Washington is the capital of our nation, and 
within the last quarter of a century there seems to have 
awakened among its citizens the desire to make it a city 
worthy of the American people. Much has been done toward 
the ornamentation and beautifying of its public buildings 
and streets, and in the upbuilding of such public institutions 
as are necessary for the education and comfort of its citizens. 
But the matter of a free library to be conducted at the public 
expense has been neglected, and there is not now a public 
library in the city of Washington accessible to its citizens for 
their use, saving only the Washington City Free Library, 
which has been in existence for about a year and is dependent 
upon free contributions and voluntary subscriptions. . . . The 
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Washington City Free Library stands ready, upon the passage 
of this bill and the establishment of the library, to merge its 
books and properties into the Free Public Library so estab- 
lished, and doubtless when the citizens of the District find that 
the Government and municipal powers have created a Library, 
they will give it financial aid ; and we may look forward in the 
near future to a splendid library, having such success as a 
project so praiseworthy is eminently entitled to." 

The House Committee embodied in the appendix to 
its report General Greely's letter of January 27, 1896, 
to the Senate Committee above referred to. (See Re- 
port H. R., No. 634, 54th Cong., 1st session.) 

The bill, after long discussion in the House and in 
conference, was finally passed, and on June 3, 1896, 
was approved and became a law under the title: "An 
act to establish and provide for the maintenance of a 
free public library and reading-room in the District of 
Columbia.' ' 

Meanwhile the Washington City Free Library was 
undergoing a phenomenal experience. Said General 
Greely, in a report dated March 20, 1896, in which he 
asked for prompt payments of subscriptions : 

" Since opening [January 6, 1896] the growth and devel- 
opment of the Library has been astonishing, and the appli- 
cations were so numerous that the services of an assistant 
librarian, at an inadequate salary it may be said, were abso- 
lutely indispensable ; and even then, volunteer work has been 
constantly necessary, as sometimes twenty people are applying 
for books at once. The registrations in January numbered 
1,402 ; in February, 870 ; and March 1st to 18th, 477 ; aggre- 
gating 2,749, and representing all parts of the District. 
Number of books taken out in the month of January, 2,267 ; 
February, 4,921; March 1st to 18th inclusive, 4,013; making 
a total of 11,201 volumes loaned. The average daily circula- 
tion increased with remarkable rapidity from 114 in January, 
to 205 in February, and 267 March 1st to 18th. The import 
7 
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of these figures is best understood when the number of books 
in the Library is considered, there being at the opening, 
January 6, 1896, 3,051; January 31, 3,725; February 29, 
4,207 ; and March 18, 4,454. As fully 500 volumes are of a 
reference character, it will be seen that the issues are simply 
phenomenal. In two months the Washington City Free 
Library reached a circulation that the New York Free Cir- 
culating Library did not attain for ten months. 

"As regards the Free Public Library for the District with 
which the collections of the Washington City Free Library 
will be merged whenever the former is established by the 
Government, it may be said that the House and the Senate 
having disagreed as to the details of the bill, final action is 
delayed pending the appointment of a conference committee 
by the House, and it is hoped and believed that this important 
legislation for the District will be perfected within a few 
weeks. The bill carries no appropriation, and as both Houses 
are agreed that under this law no expense whatever should be 
incurred prior to an appropriation by Congress, it is not 
probable that public funds will be available for the Public 
Library until July 1, 1897. 

"Meantime the men and women who have so liberally con- 
tributed to the opening of the Washington City Free Library, 
and have initiated an institution that has stimulated Congress 
to its educational duty to the public, have every reason to be 
proud of the results accomplished. They must look to the 
continuance of their work for 1896 and 1897, by which time 
the Government should have entered on its duties in this 
respect. 

"It is almost incredible to realize that the results so far 
accomplished indicate that over 60,000 volumes will be loaned 
by the Washington City Free Library during the year 1896 
— a result which discloses both the needs and possibilities that 
even the most sanguine promoters of the enterprise had never 
dreamed of." 

The popularity of the Washington City Free Li- 
brary was markedly evidenced by the citizens of the 
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District during "Donation Week," in April, 1896, 
when large and valuable contributions of books and 
reading matter of all kinds were made by them to the 
Library. 

The Board of Trustees elected the following officers 
on July 2, 1896 : President, General A. W. Greely ; 1st 
Vice-president, Jos. K. McCammon ; 2d Vice-president, 
S. W. Woodward; 3d Vice-president, Mrs. Phebe A. 
Hearst; Secretary, Miss Josephine A. Clark; Treas- 
urer, Wm. A. DeCaindry. Eufus H. Thayer was ap- 
pointed chairman of the Library Committee, and Jos. 
K. McCammon chairman of the Committee on Ways 
and Means. Eesolutions were unanimously adopted 
recognizing the services of Judge Alexander B. Hag- 
ner, retiring trustee. 

General Greely, in submitting his report, said : 

1 ' The following table exhibits the growth of the Library as 
regards additions to the library, registered borrowers, books 
loaned for home reading, and those used in the inadequate 
quarters of the Library reading-room : 



1896. 


Books in 

Library at 

End Each 

Month. 


New Books 

Added 

Each 

Month. 


Registered 
Borrowers. 


Books 
Loaned for 

Home 
Reading. 


Books 
Read in 
the Read- 
ing-room. 


Total No. 

of Volumes 

Loaned. 


January 

February 

March 

April 


3,726 
4,207 
4,762 
5,200 
5,719 
6,490 


675 
481 
555 
438 
519 
771 


1,402 
870 
789 
350 
276 
363 


2,267 
4,921 
6,982 
6,359 
5,569 
6,180 


317 
703 
1,319 
1,350 
1,380 
1,775 


2,684 
5,624 
8,301 
7,709 
6,949 
7,955 


May 


June 




Total 


4,050 


32,278 


6,844 


39,222 





"It seems almost incredible that 40,000 volumes should 
have been loaned within six months after a library of 3,151 
volumes had opened its doors; but such is the record of the 
Washington City Free Library. It is unparalleled in the 
history of free libraries, and it is to be noted that the increase 
has been regular and unbroken. Taking into account the 
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usual fluctuation in the circulation throughout the year, as 
shown by library statistics, the circulation for June is com- 
paratively greater than that for March, while the new regis- 
trations, the number of gifts, and the circulation for June are 
all greater than for either April or May. 

"No volume has yet been lost, and it is evident that it 
would cost more to investigate the standing of applicants than 
to lose a book now and then under the present system, which 
trusts entirely to the honesty of the individual borrower. 

"Arrangements are being made to foster the growth of 
historical and scientific literature by issuing non-fiction cards, 
by which a second book will be loaned provided it is not fiction. 
The shelves containing novels and similar literature are now 
thrown open to the public. Teachers are allowed to borrow 
six volumes at a time for use of themselves and pupils, and 
the librarians are always ready to suggest books suitable for 
special courses of reading or study. 

"Small traveling libraries, each containing 30 duplicates- 
of sound light literature, are loaned for periods of 30 days to 
such associations as desire to borrow them. One is now in 
use, and applications are under consideration from other 
associations. . . . 

"While unfortunately the act of Congress for the creation 
of a municipal library for the District of Columbia carries no 
appropriation, yet it is gratifying to know that the Commis- 
sioners of the District realize the importance of organization 
and effort. The selection of a Board of Trustees for the 
municipal library will, it is hoped, hasten and influence the 
action of the Commissioners so as to result in the merging of 
the Washington City Free Library into the municipal insti- 
tution. This is the end which the Board of Trustees of the 
Washington City Free Library have had steadily in view, 
and as they have heartily and effectively supported all efforts 
to secure the institution of such a library through the favor- 
able action of Congress, so they will continue to foster and 
promote its growth and development. 

"It is a pleasure to recognize the hearty and efficient co- 
operation that has been extended to me by the Trustees and 
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by the members of the Library Committee. They have made 
sacrifices of their time, effort and comfort for the promotion 
of this Library, and to them as a body are due the appreciative 
thanks of the residents of the District of Columbia for the 
first free library with which the capital of the nation has been 
favored." 

In pursuance of the authority vested in them by the 
"Act to establish and provide for the maintenance of 
a free public library and reading-room in the District 
of Columbia," approved June 3, 1896, the Commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia in June, 1896, ap- 
pointed the board of trustees of that institution. Two 
members appointed to that board were members of 
the board of trustees of the Washington City Free 
Library — Messrs. Gardiner G. Hubbard and S. W. 
Woodward. 

General Greely, early in June, 1896, drew the atten- 
tion of the Commissioners of the District of Colum- 
bia to the existence of the Washington City Free Li- 
brary and its availability for mergence with the free 
municipal library when the same should be established 
by them under the law. A letter of General Greely of 
June 17 was as follows : 

' ' Washington, D. C, June 17, 1896. 
"The Hon. Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 

"Gentlemen: — In connection with the establishment of the 
free municipal library by the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia under the law passed at the recent session of 
Congress, I beg to invite the attention of the Commissioners 
to a previous communication which I had the honor to address 
to them on the subject of the Washington City Free Library, 
and to state that this latter institution was organized in 1895 
by a number of public-spirited citizens, and has been main- 
tained by them at their own expense for the free use of the 
residents of the District of Columbia, it being the first really 
free library which the public in the District has ever had. Its 
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stock of books consists of 6,200 volumes, all catalogued accord- 
ing to approved methods and ready for use ; it has 4,000 regis- 
tered borrowers ; it is supervised by a librarian and assistants 
at a monthly expense of about $240. In the last five months 
it has circulated 35,000 volumes at no expense to those who 
have used them. 

"The sole object of the projectors of this free Library, 
which has met with such phenomenal success, was to furnish 
free and suitable reading-matter to the residents of the Dis- 
trict until Congress should by law direct the establishment of 
a municipal library to be maintained at public expense. 

"I am instructed by the Board of Trustees of this Library 
to draw your attention to this practical plant now in operation 
in this city, which it is the desire of the Trustees at the proper 
time to merge in the municipal library when the same is 
organized. It is with that object in view, therefore, that I 
address you, with the hope that, in the incipiency of the 
undertaking of the establishment of the free municipal library 
by the Commissioners under the law, the availability of this 
valuable plant may not be overlooked, but that provision for 
its utilization and absorption may be made at as early a day 
as the means and facilities at the hands of the Commissioners 
will permit. 

"Attention is also invited to the fact that the importance 
of the Washington City Free Library was recognized by the 
Committees in both Houses of Congress as shown by the 
reports made on the municipal library, and that the Senate 
amended the bill so that this Library might be merged by 
gift with the municipal library. 

"I should be glad to learn from the Commissioners what 
measures can be taken by them at this time for the utilization 
of this Library as a part of the larger library which they are 
required to establish. 

"I am, gentlemen, with much respect, your obedient servant, 

"A. W. Greely, 
"President Washington City Free Library. 9 ' 
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The receipt of this letter was simply acknowledged 
by the Commissioners at the time, but they wrote in 
full, under date of August 22, as follows : 

" Office of the Commissioners of 
the District of Columbia, 
"Washington, D. C, August 22, 1896. 
"Gen. A. W. Greely, 

President Washington City Free Library, 

"Dear Sir: — In further reply to your esteemed favor of 
June 17, in which you state that you were directed by the 
Board of Trustees of the Washington City Free Library to 
draw the attention of the Commissioners to the plant now in 
operation in this city, and that it is the desire of the Trustees 
at the proper time to merge it in the municipal library when 
the same is organized, I have the honor to state that the 
Commissioners highly appreciate the action of your Board in 
this matter, and they are confident that the object sought to 
be attained by your Board can in due time be accomplished. 

"The only meeting held by the Trustees of the Municipal 
Library was in the early part of July, and at that meeting 
your letter was placed in charge of the Secretary of the new 
Board, who has only within a day or two returned it to the 
Commissioners. The absence from the city of a large number 
of the Trustees of the new Library has prevented such con- 
sideration of the subject as would enable the Commissioners 
to name a date when the Library so tendered may be utilized ; 
but construing your letter as a tender of the books and 
plant of the Free Library, the Commissioners gratefully 
accept the same, the formal delivery to be completed when the 
Trustees of the Municipal Library shall have been enabled to 
adequately provide for them in appropriate quarters. 

"I have the honor to be, with great respect, yours very truly, 

"John W. Ross, 
"President Board of Commissioners, D. C." 

It was not until July 15, 1898, nearly two years after 
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this correspondence, that the board of trustees of the 
new Municipal Library took possession of the library 
and plant of the Washington City Free Library. The 
act creating the Municipal Library made no appro- 
priation for its housing, its personnel, its fuel, lights, 
fitting up of rooms, furnishing or other contingent ex- 
penses. When estimates for these purposes were sub- 
mitted to Congress at the ensuing session by the Com- 
missioners, stubborn opposition developed in both 
houses against the payment by the Government of any 
portion of the expenses of the maintenance of the new 
Municipal Library, it being contended that the whole 
expense should be paid out of the revenues of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia exclusively. 

In the meantime the Washington City Free Library 
proceeded serenely on its way, supported entirely by 
voluntary contributions, and fulfilling easily and effi- 
ciently its self-appointed task of supplying free read- 
ing matter to any and all residents of the District of 
of Columbia. 

At the annual meeting on January 5, 1897, held in 
the assembly hall of the George Washington Univer- 
sity, corner of H and 15th streets, northwest, the fol- 
lowing trustees were elected : Marcus Baker, Dr. Cyrus 
Adler, Eufus H. Thayer, Wm. A. DeCaindry and Car- 
roll D. Wright. 

General Greely in his annual report submitted at 
this meeting said: 

"It is gratifying to report that the generous response of 
subscribers has made the collection of moneys pledged an 
easy matter. Contrary to the experiences of most public 
associations depending on private subscriptions for a series 
of years, the Washington City Free Library Association has 
found only about two per cent, of its pledges invalid. 

"It cannot fail to be a source of gratification, and espe- 
cially of wonder, that this Association, beginning its active 



De Caindry: The Washington City Free Library. 89 

work January 6, 1896, in two small rented rooms, with only 
3,151 books, mostly gifts, should in the first year circulate 
upwards of 100,000 volumes. No effort was made to stim- 
ulate the circulation; indeed, the small number of volumes 
at the beginning constrained the Board of Trustees to decline 
the issuance of non-fiction and teachers' cards, for fear that 
the ordinary demands could not be met by the stock on hand. 
From month to month, however, through generous friends, the 
number of books grew steadily, keeping pace with the regis- 
tration and the demand for literature. It thus resulted that 
from average daily loans of 113 volumes in January, from a 
stock of 3,721 volumes, the issues of the Library rose almost 
uninterruptedly to an average of 416 volumes daily from a 
stock of 8,270 volumes in November. At the end of the year, 
much to the surprise of everyone, and not the least to the 
Board of Trustees, it appeared that the total use of the 
Library had aggregated 100,446 volumes; that the average 
daily circulation had been 333.7 volumes; that the number 
of persons registered as borrowers reached 6,666; that the 
number of volumes in the Library had increased to 8,531; 
and that there was a surplus in the Treasury sufficient to pay 
the expenses of the opening month of 1897. 

"The demands upon the Library, unparalleled, it is be- 
lieved, in the history of any other library for its first year, 
indicate in a striking manner the pre-existent necessity for 
such an institution. A few doubted the policy of starting a 
public library in Washington which should be absolutely free 
to every resident of the District, and which would be depen- 
dent for its support on private subscriptions. Others doubted 
whether the demands for books would be sufficient to justify 
the expenditure of time and money necessary for such an 
experiment. Nearly everyone, including your President, 
thought that the circulation would be fluctuating and inter- 
mittent, so that during the hot season the Library could be 
either closed for a month, or that its hours could be reduced 
and a portion of its force furloughed. No one, it may be 
safely said, realized to the fullest extent the intense craving 
for literary food in this capital city of our nation, with its 
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population of some 275,000, where there was not a single 
institution from which the general public could borrow gratu- 
itously a volume, and where it could not even consult a library- 
book after 4 p. m. To the general astonishment, when the 
month of August came, with its extreme and long-continued 
heat, the number of persons registering as borrowers steadily 
increased, and the demand for reading-matter was so great 
as to tax the physical energies of the entire Library force, 
even when aided by volunteer assistance. The office hours 
from 10 a. m. to 9 p. m. remained necessarily unchanged, and 
the librarian found each morning a group of waiting visitors, 
while at 9 p. m. it was almost invariably necessary to warn 
out the readers. 

"In connection with the proposed Municipal Free Public 
Library, your Board of Trustees steadily exerted their influ- 
ence to bring about its establishment by law. As your repre- 
sentative, your President appeared before the Committees of 
both Houses of Congress, where he urged, orally and by letter, 
the establishment of such a library. The value attached to 
this action is shown by the reports of the District Committees 
of both Houses of Congress favoring the project, wherein was 
incorporated the letter of the President of this Association. 

"As you well know, the act for the establishment of a 
Municipal Free Public Library eventually passed, but, unfor- 
tunately, the act carried no appropriation. The Commis- 
sioners of the District of Columbia have, however, appointed 
the Board of Trustees under the act, among whom are num- 
bered two members of your Board of Trustees — Gardiner G. 
Hubbard and S. W. Woodward — whose generous contribu- 
tions of time and money have materially advanced the inter- 
ests and promoted the success of this Association. 

"Becognizing the gravity of future demands upon such 
an institution, and believing that in matters affecting so 
materially the public interests there should be the most gen- 
erous co-operation, initial steps have been taken to merge our 
collections and books into the Municipal Free Public Library 
at as early a date as the District Commissioners may be able 
to receive and care for them. . . . The action taken, it is 
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strongly urged, should be confirmed by the subscribers at this 
meeting, so that the Board of Trustees may feel that any action 
in this direction which they may deem timely and expedient 
can be taken with your pronounced approval. Should the con- 
solidation be perfected, I request for the Municipal Library a 
continuance of the same material and moral aid that have 
made this Library so successful an element of city life. 

"As any appropriation made by the present Congress for 
the support of the Municipal Free Public Library cannot be 
available before July 1, 1897, it will be necessary that sub- 
scriptions for the current year be paid by the founders of our 
Library, and it should be understood that gifts of money and 
books are necessary to meet present demands. Under existing 
conditions the greater part of the circulation falls upon 3,000 
volumes, so that these books are loaned about four times each 
month, under which usage they are rapidly wearing out. 

"After deliberation, the Board of Trustees based its rules 
as to access to books upon the belief that a reading public can 
be trusted. Of the 6,666 registered borrowers, in no single 
case have the references or statements been investigated. The 
outcome justifies the action: out of 100,446 volumes loaned, 
there have been lost only 23 volumes, or about 1 for each 
4,000 volumes. Free access has been accorded the general 
public to every volume in the Library, and, as has been deter- 
mined by an inventory just made, only 1 volume is missing. 
These methods have proved economical to the Library and 
beneficial to the public. Borrowers have made more satisfac- 
tory selections, and the Library has saved hundreds of dollars 
which methods of suspicion and watchfulness would have cost. 

"The Board of Trustees realizes the necessity of establish- 
ing branch delivery stations, but means have been wanting. 
They have, however, adopted the plan of loaning as traveling 
libraries the best of the duplicate volumes. Of these, 130 
books are now loaned under most liberal conditions to the 
Young Men's Christian Association and to the Workingmen's 
Club. 

"The limited means at our disposal necessitated the strictest 
economy in every quarter. What can be done with little when 
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judiciously managed, appears when it is shown that the cir- 
culation of 100,446 volumes in the year 1896 was accomplished 
at an expense of $3,200, (including $960 for rent,) being less 
than 3.2 cents per volume. 

"It is recognized that the Library which we have thus far 
created, although declared by one of the best judges in the 
country to be above the average, is not all that it should be ; 
but it speaks well for the reading public of Washington, who 
have given most of the books, that it is of so good a standard. 
It is deficient in juvenile literature, especially for girls ; and, 
while it is relatively strong in American history, largely 
through the generosity of Mrs. Phebe A. Hearst, yet it is 
wanting in books upon European history and foreign litera- 
ture. The rooms, though admirably located for library pur- 
poses are too small and too few in number. The shelves are 
only adequate to accommodate the books through the fact that 
about 3,000 volumes are always in circulation. 

1 1 Too much praise cannot be accorded the librarian, Miss M. 
A. Gilkey. Able, tactful and professionally trained, she has 
spared neither mental application nor physical labor. She has 
so classified and catalogued the Library that its volumes and 
cards can be merged with other collections without additional 
labor. She has been admirably seconded in all her efforts by 
the assistant librarian, Mrs. A. F. Stevens. The friendly 
counsel to readers and lively interest in their work on the 
part of the librarians have most materially contributed to the 
successful administration of the Library. Both librarian and 
assistant have worked regularly over hours to such an extent 
as seriously to tax their health and strength. To Miss Edith 
S. Bogers the thanks of the Association are due for volunteer 
assistance that has been timely and valuable. 

"The President desires to acknowledge the public-spirited- 
ness of the Board of Trustees. Their attendance at Board 
meetings has been a serious tax upon the time of very busy 
persons, and their readiness in accepting assignments on com- 
mittees and in performing any duty that would add to the 
efficiency of the Library has been a source of great encourage- 
ment and gratification.' ' 
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The following resolution was unanimously adopted 
at the annual meeting of January 5, 1897 : 

"Resolved, That in the matter of merging this Library into 
the Free Municipal Library, the Board of Trustees are hereby 
authorized to take such timely and final action as its members 
may judge to be for the public interests." 

On May 28, 1897, the Library was the recipient of a 
handsome gift from Mr. Andrew Carnegie, consisting 
of a check for $1,000. 

The following statistics taken from the Librarian's 
annual report show the number of books used at the 
homes of borrowers, in the library reading-room, and 
in the traveling libraries, during each month of the 
year ending December 31, 1897 : 



Month. 



January... 
February., 

March , 

April 

May ■ 

June 

July 

August — 
September 
October.... 
November 
December. 

Total. 



Volumes Used in 



Homes of 
Borrowers. 



10,260 

10,226 

11,349 

10,961 

10,191 

9,988 

9,417 

9,063 

9,055 

10,107 

10,736 

9,622 



Library 
Reading-room. 



1,738 
1,646 
1,847 
1,878 
1,774 
1,853 
1,828 
1,638 
1,670 
1,674 
1,698 
1,754 



Traveling 
Libraries. 



260 
260 
260 
260 
260 
260 
300 
300 
390 
390 
390 
430 



Total. 



12,258 
12,132 
13,456 
13,099 
12,225 
12,101 
11,545 
11,001 
11,115 
12,171 
12,824 
11,806 



120,975 



20,998 



3,760 



145,733 



The number of volumes in the Library increased 
from 8,728 in January, 1897, to 11,559 in December, 
1897. 

General Greely, in his annual report for the year, 
said: 

"The average number of volumes used per day is 477, so 
that the circulation of each month exceeds in number the total 
volumes in the Library." 
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Discussion in the House of Eepresentatives in De- 
cember, 1897, over the item of appropriation for the 
new Municipal Library grew warm and evoked a 
threat to repeal the law creating that Library. It was 
only after able and exhaustive argument in January, 
1898, before the sub-committee of the House Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, by Mr. Theodore W. Noyes, 
the President of the Board of Trade, and who was 
also President of the Board of Trustees of the Mu- 
nicipal Library, that the measure was carried through 
the House. In the Senate it also met opposition. The 
appropriation was ultimately made, however, but did 
not become available until July 1, 1898. 

The final dissolution of the Washington City Free 
Library took place soon after the above date, as evi- 
denced by the following letter to the Treasurer: 

"July 19, 1898. 
"Wm, A. DeCaindry, Esq., 

"War Department, City. 
"My dear Mr. DeCaindry: 

"I dare say that you have already been advised that the 
Board of Trustees of the New Municipal Library took posses- 
sion of the Library and the plant of the Washington City 
Free Library on the 15th instant, and assumed responsibility 
for the rent of the rooms in the McLean Building from that 
date. 

"Mr. Noyes, the President of the Library Board, desires 
information as to amount of fire insurance outstanding and 
date of expiration. It may be that he has already seen you 
upon this matter. 

"So far as I am informed the items above reported close 
the incident and conclude the duties imposed upon the Library 
Committee. 

"General Greely, I believe, is fully advised of the above 
recited facts. "Very truly yours, 

"Eufus H. Thayer, 
"Chairman Library Committee." 
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All outstanding bills against the institution were 
then settled by the treasurer, and a balance of $93.86 
was left on hand. This balance was carried until April 
6, 1900, when, by direction of President Greely, it was 
donated to the Longfellow National Memorial Associa- 
tion, by transfer to that Association on the books of 
the Riggs National Bank, where it had been kept on 
deposit, and was used in meeting the expenses of the 
erection of the Longfellow statue in the triangle at 
the intersection of Connecticut avenue and M street, 
northwest. 

Thus ended the career of the Washington City Free 
Library. It was organized in 1894-95 ; opened to the 
public January 6, 1896; and two and a half years 
thereafter merged into the Municipal Free Public Li- 
brary, July 15, 1898. It had its inception in a desire 
for civic betterment of the District in the matter of 
free public library facilities. The organization gave 
freely of its money, its talents and its time in pro- 
moting and encouraging the movements to secure that 
end. The end attained, its mission was accomplished. 

The following is a statement of receipts and dis- 
bursements on account of the Washington City Free 
Library, from its inception until its close: 





Receipts. 


Disbursements. 


Year ending December 31, 1895 


$1,949.50 
3,285.63 
4,361.88 
1,897.37 


$1,036.62 
3,851.11 
4,108.71 
2 404 08 


Year ending December 31, 1896 


Year ending December 31, 1897 


To July 31, 1898 






Total 


$11,494.38 


$11,400.52 




Transferred to Longfellow Memorial Associa 


tion 


93 86 






$11,494.38 



